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withstanding, much like other people; the feet
being, not that they believe what they assert,
but that they think that they believe it. If then,
even in the time of oracles, belief in oracular
inspiration was less a reality than it seemed,,
there is little reason why we should entertain
it now, and impute them to a diabolical agency.
We know, moreover, that, without the interpo-
sition of spiritual Powers, there existed physical
influences in connexion with the Delphic oracle
quite sufficient, if backed by imagination and
credulity, to produce important effects. The
vapours which ascended at the Delphic cleft
affected not only human beings, but the animal
creation; so much so, that shepherds were first
led to the spot by observing that the goats
who approached it were filled with a strange
delirium. Such transports may not unnaturally
be supposed to have had the effect of electrifying
the energies, and sharpening the penetration,
of the Pythoness. There are, unquestionably,
peculiar states of body, such as the phenomena
of Mesmerism exhibit, in which, to say the